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From UNESCO
Activities in the Private Sector to Building
Collaborative Societies for the Future:
The case study of Okayama, Japan
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Evolutionary process and findings in
chronological order

Establishment of the

Okayama UNESCO
Association

1950 Okayama UNESCO
Association founded.
Reestablished in 1994 after
being inactive for a span of
time.

This year marks the 75t
anniversary of its original
foundation and 30t
anniversary of its
reestablishment.
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Reestablished upholding
“multiculturalism and education for
international understanding” and
“global environmental issues” as its
main themes in line with the spirit
of UNESCO, which aims for a
peaceful world in which we live
together.

Offers global environment
lectures every year since 1994
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Projects with a cause/
mission, collaboration, and
co—creation are effective

UNESCO activities are based on
the Constitution of UNESCO, and
intergovernmental and private
organizations are two sides of the
same coin. It is important that
people’s words, actions and civic
activities can be connected to UN
policies and that citizens, schools
and government can collaborate.
In Japan, there is a Law
Concerning UNESCO Activities
and people feel a sense of mission
and fulfillment in contributing,
which motivates many people to
get involved.
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The 55th National Convention of the
UNESCO Movement in Okayama, Japan
was held in 1999. Over 3,000
participants and more than 200
volunteer staff members from industries,
government, academia and the public
attended the conference. Participants
also came from UNESCO Paris
Headquarters, South Korea, and other
countries. The event served to solidify
the groundwork for UNESCO-related
activities in Okayama.
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Building a
Culture of Peace

Nov. 2011 — Hosted a seminar on
Culture of Peace inviting Mr. Adam
Smith, then in charge of Culture of
Peace at the UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris, and
Director General Yuji Suzuki of the
World Federation of UNESCO
Clubs and Associations (now
Chairman of the Board of
Directors, National Federation of
UNESCO Associations in JAPAN).
In line with the spirit of the
Constitution of UNESCO to
construct “the defences of peace”
“in the minds of men”, building a
culture of peace is essential.
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Building a
Culture of Peace
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The spirit of the Constitution of UNESCO is,
in other words, the spirit of tolerance. It is
only through compassion and listening to the
voices of others that peace can be achieved.
Reflecting on the 20th century known as the
century of war, it is important to build a
culture of peace in order to make the 21st
century the century of peace.
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Toll the Peace Bell!

This initiative, which started in 2000, begins by
chanting the Peace Declaration drafted by
Nobel Peace Prize laureates in unison.
Participants take turns tolling the bell and
expressing their prayers and hope for peace.
Lectures and dialogues on peace are also held.
The Okayama UNESCO Association holds this
event every year on August 15. In recent
years, many secondary school students, who
will lead the next generation, participate in
this event, contributing to instilling a culture
of peace.
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% e 6“75 ) =L the 2002 Johannesburg Summit

o hosted by UNESCO.
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Following the decision at the 2002
Johannesburg Summit to launch
the United Nations Decade of
ESD in 2005 as proposed by
Japan, a promotion committee,
ESD-J was established, led by
NGOs in Japan. The Okayama
UNESCO Association also
participated and connected the
United Nations University
Institute of Advanced Studies
with Okayama City, which led to
the establishment of the Okayama
ESD Promotion Commission (RCE
Okayama).



. In 2003, to conduct ESD from
Mg [CEEL-ARRIAFZEDA  community-based UNESCO activities,

HESDDEEICHVUMET -6, M the Okayama UNESCO Association
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implemented.
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ESD in the Kyoyama area was made possible by the Law
Concerning UNESCO Activities, which facilitated cooperation
among industry, government, academia, and the private sector,
and by promoting activities with children as the main actors,
adults were motivated to participate. At the symposium held

at the Aichi Expo 2005, secondary school students presented
their activities in the Kyoyama area.
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Dialogue session at Ishima
Elementary School

FRNEETORERRORT

L *X —1- 7 :) 7 j( » ;-:F $ After the symposium, we invited Mr.
ESD ¥H —“ Derek Elias, then in charge of ESD at
?%‘F ﬁ- @ | 1: = % the UNESCO Asia and Pacific
‘Ja L ) 7;( Et’ ( é E%) E Regional Office, to Okayama and held
“/,/ 7|'\ 1& 1] |J_| /\*E % ﬁ dialogue sessions at Ishima
I%Ij\ :JL*X ye -% I :.I‘*'X 5' Elementary School, Tsushima
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Elementary School, Kyoyama Junior

|J-| HH :F&s SR ”—I/AEﬁE—Cﬁ High School, and Kyoyama Kominkan
EE%%&{{? L \35 L= . (community center).
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Dialogue with Diet
members
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Visited the Minister of the
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Understand the society
(all community
members)

Take ownership of
society

Acquire skills to create
your own future
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Foster the ability to
Participate, Live together,

and Connect
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tlﬂﬁ'ij] . iﬂ_’,ﬁﬁ Foster community power,
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,&_%t Community power is the
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EITBNERHHLE local problems on their own.




R ZE A TLHhigiamE o

Az HEAL

to transform

] 1L 7 2 LU b X ESD - SDGs 1 iE =

Establish a system of total regional cooperation

society
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% Green and Water Pathways
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No sidewalks or partitions along street gutters, illegal parking

HERiRE Citizens’ proposal

collaboration
project
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IKEEDREID Y)Y partition along EALTET. leading to the water HEEEFEAHEL  No space for

{TETRID, street gutters. kit Ze enhances safetyand [\ AE—FDHE illegal parking
b oKYZEL Enjoyable walkway. 44247 enjoyment of the BUMEBEICE>T  and unable to

H3, environment. i accelerate.
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ESD efforts in the Kyoyama area were introduced
globally by the United Nations University Institute of
Advanced Studies as a model case for promoting RCEs
(Regional Centers of Excellence for ESD), and related
activities spread worldwide. In the Okayama region,

RCE Okayama was established in April 2005 and the
Okayama ESD Project was launched.
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Social education
facilities
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Okayama ESD Promotion Commission

Kominkan (37)

School education
Promote

Raise

organizations
awareness/publicize i
Elementary/JHS (57) P el [
Provide information Subsidize facilities (2)
activities Others (2)

Environmental studies

Secondary (4)

Nurture leaders, etc.
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Related
domestic/overseas
organizations

Domestic/overseas
communities
UN University
J> Other RCEs

Upper Secondary (10)
University (9)
Others (4)

Secretariat

Org.s promoting sustainable societies

(Okayama
City)

Civic groups (192)
Corporations (51)
Administrative bodies (6)

S

Active groups
2005 19— As of end of May, 2023 374

Contribution to
achieve sustainable
societies and SDGs

Various organizations throughout the Okayama region are working together and
collaborating to promote ESD, SDGs, and sustainable community development.
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Okayama UNESCO Association

ESD/SDGs Passport project

This project is one of the activities that supports
ASPnet School activities. The ESD/SDGs passport
to peace records and supports the efforts of each
elementary, and secondary school student as they
focus and seek solutions to issues concerning
welfare, the environment and peace in their
immediate community through volunteer activities.
The Okayama UNESCO Association began this
activity in 2014, and currently more than 7,000
students in about 30 schools are involved in this
programme. Every year, the SDGs Passport
Experience Presentation gives students a chance to
learn about the efforts of other schools and to think
about how to realize a sustainable society through
discussion.
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Connecting with the world

Es-Gs’Gﬂﬁ&oﬁbﬁ‘Us
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through ESD and the SDGs to
co—create a sustainable future

4 ’_' Se - \ . 3
AUARRIBEZESEOTEILESDHE AL  The Okayama ESD Promotion Commission, which includes

za A | =73 il __ the Okayama UNESCO Association, has been implementing
KJ—CH:‘ 201 5$f§7h o ESDIﬁm7U the ESD Okayama Award/Okayama ESD Forum since

p/Bb\biESDjt_aAjéiﬁEo 2023 FY2015. 108 applications from 56 countries were submitted
fﬁf;(d:?'?—Fl:Sﬁij\B1 08#0)];5%0 for the award in FY2023. Representatives of award-winning
A “rs=E ez} organizations were invited to the award ceremony to present
igflﬁgxﬂ! E?ﬂ%iéﬁéi% their projects and exchange ideas. The occasion provides a
N ”"'f ﬁd) -/ ”"'—C valuable opportunity to interact with and learn from
%s #U%Zéﬁ%'*tf%ﬁi??o outstanding activists from around the world.
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UNESCO activities related
to World Heritage and
Heritage for the Future

In the Okayama region, the Okayama UNESCO
Association has been working on the World Heritage
designation of the former Shizutani School, the oldest
school for common people in Japan, and the intangible
cultural heritage designation of Bizen pottery, which has
a history of 1,000 years, from a global perspective.
Furthermore, to encourage children to become aware of
the “treasures” they want to leave behind and pass on
to the next generation, to become attached to and proud
of their community, and to expand their desire to make
their community a better place, the Association holds art
exhibitions every year displaying children’s drawings

depicting their towns’ treasures (the 25th exhibition was
held in 2023).
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E *J*X:mﬁﬁﬁw r**ﬁﬁiﬂj 'd:s t"-j'ﬁ The Heritage for the Future Movement of the National
0)“7“;75\15-‘&,0)”{—*5]50)%2-‘51‘;5 /\ﬂi L'CL\< Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan highlights and
T—&)wmﬁa%ﬁéﬁw_é “*”t“%ﬁ » ':%E& supports “people” and “activities” that continue to make

= . N steady efforts to pass on local “treasures” to children of the
—C~ m%j-é:t’w—és I'j’l:ly:l:b F**iﬁjtb—c future and registered as the Heritage for the Future Project.
ﬁﬁb‘t[,\ﬂij'o R IJ.IJ-*X: mﬁ"@lis ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬂ'fﬁﬁ The Okayama UNESCO Association, together with the Bizen

= AL - - [= L City Board of Education, supports and promotes the “Mitsuishi
ﬁi!s{ ﬁ' M {E-E‘ﬂﬂi_'gﬂhza? TEH J Town of Lights — Passing down the memories of a town that
wiﬁ~ FE& :E’T:B L‘{:Zéiﬁkﬁﬁ'&'ﬁézf:it flourished with firebricks with our children”, which was
DB~ 1ZISE. EEXIEBL T, 2022F FE(Z& 5% reaistered as a Heritage for the Future Project in FY2022. The
éh t&ﬁwﬁﬁmﬁgt:**i;ﬂlj—ég%é% Project helps drive the movement to co—create a sustainable
>

ﬁﬂ:éﬁf[,\ij‘o future for the region.

It was significant that
O (==
BEZRR(B)Ea the board of education

FAAHR (K) 75{__ (public sector) and
gﬁ%_i_ifb?;f; UNESCO Association
75"37"::570

(private sector)
collaborated in
supporting the Project.




AUARRAPBENREELIPETOYHY 1R Chugoku Block UNESCO Activities
Study Group/ESD and UNESCO

AROAFREARE/SDGsDZERIZR [FTT-ESDE  Activities for Achieving the SDGs led by
the Okayama UNESCO Association
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The event brought together a diverse range of stakeholders from
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create a bright future

A’j< U (ESD) E together (ESD)

NG —r eSS A S E

eweAeyQ ul Juapnis AJisiaAlun e Aq pajea.to asessaw 493sod

ARRIABEDIEE OB (thZd BUVOY, i Let’s create a sustainable and peaceful future together
DEICEZEITH)ZIRIEICEST, AATETEHE by upholding the Constitution of UNESCO’ s spirit of
SGAlREL T EFL R EEHBILELLDS, tolerance (compassion, listening to the voices of others) .
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